Views from the Headmaster...

The Deck House School Accredited by New England Association of Schoolsand Colleges

On behalf of The Deck House School | am proud to
announce that we have been approved for accreditation
by theNew England Association of Schoolsand Colleges
(NEASC). Thisisahugestep for aschool of our size
and the culmination of three years of self study and
evaudion.

Thevistingcommitteesaid of their timeat our school:

LL Avisit thereis areminder that as
much as we try to complicate it, education
isan essentially simple enterpriseinvolving
talented teachers and willing studentsin an
environment of trust and support. J

| think this statement capturesthe essence of what Ned Hall had in mind when he began this school thirty yearsago.
With the accol ades of accreditation comesresponsibility; NEASC accreditation isasignificant accomplishment but not a
god initsalf. Themission of NEASC istofoster an ethic which drives schoolsto continually evaluate and improvetheir
programs. Inthissense, our accreditationisabeginning and not anend. Alongwiththeir praisefor our school, thevisiting
committee made several recommendationsto get us started on thisprocess.

One of these recommendationswasto devel op the ability to givefinancia ass stanceto familieswho would otherwisebe
unableto afford aDeck House education. Thiswasarecommendation that really struck achord with me. One of my
biggest frustrations asheadmaster has been to have young men who would have benefited from a Deck House education
turn away duetofinancial congtraints. Inthe current economic downturn, thisproblem hasonly worsened. Thelack of
financial aid has not only deprived these young men of the support and attention that we offer, it hasled to alack of
economic diversity among our student body.

Finding thefundsto offer economic assistancein thiseconomy isachallengebut it isaworthwhile challenge; onethat will
help us better fulfill our school’smission. There are many young men who would benefit from being apart of The Deck
House School community; all of them deserveachance.

Welook forward to meeting thischallengeand weinviteyou tojoin usin theeffort.

By ThomasBlackford, Headmaster
Mission Statement

The Deck House School is a small residential high school for boys who have struggled in
the academic mainstream. Students and staff work together to create a community that
builds positive relationships and encourages social, emotional, and academic growth.



Our Administration, Faculty & Staff

Administration

Tom Blackford, Headmaster and Social Studies, has
been with the school for fourteen year s. A Bates College
alumnus, Tom'senthusiasmfor socia studiesechoeshis
passionfor sailing and hisrestoration of avintage sailboat.

Melinda Browne, Assistant Headmaster and
Mathematics, hasten year sof experienceat The Deck
House School. In devel oping aresearch-based approach,
she completed her program of study for aDoctoratein
Mathematics Education from The Univerdty of Exeter.

Faculty

A&

The Deck House School administration
and faculty have, on average, nine years
experience with the organization. Shared
memories, over the years, shape our broad
perspective as well asflexibility, openness,
and genuine interest in the boys.

Jason Anthony, English, hasbeen afaculty member for fiveyear s. Jason hasaMasters of ArtsDegreefrom
TheUniversity of New Hampshire. Heiswriting abook about the history of food inAntarctica.

ChristineCorrea, Artsand Humanities, has been associated with The Deck House School for over twenty
year s. A Skidmore Collegeaumna, Christineisan accomplished fineartist, and astudent of native cultures.

Hilary Glover, Science, hasprovided four year sof top-notch scientific enrichment. An experienced
researcher, and lecturer, Hilary holdsaDoctoratein Microbiology from University College, London.

Keir Larock, Technology Coordinator and Theatre, hasatotal of six year swith the school. A graduate of
Kenyon College, Keir began his career asour housemaster. Heisanewlywed and anew homeowner.

Residential Staff

Christopher Carlson and M atthew Ger ety, Housemasters, and graduates of Bates College, are new to the
school. Both participated inthisyear’ strip to the Allagash WildernessWaterway (see photosof studentsbel ow).

The Deck House School a so draws upon the expertise of L ucrecia Gilman, Spanish Cooking, Sephanie
Hale, College Counselor, Edmund Krawic, LCPC, DoloresRollins, Spanish and Shirley Tawney,

Special Education Consultant.







A Student Point of View

The Deck House School isby far the best school | have ever beento. | wasin and out of schools
sincethe 3 grade until my sophomoreyear before coming to The Deck House. It'snow my third and fina
year at theschool and let metdl | you, the experience hasbeenlife changing. | haveexcelled academicaly, |
have made new strong rel ationshipswith kidsall over the country, and the staff have become some of my
best friends. We' ve had our upsand downsbut in theend we pull through and arelaughing with each other
at theend of theday.

My favoritething about The Deck Houseisthe co-curricular program. Sincel have been withthe
school | havefound anew loved passionfor producing music. | anwell onmy way to Full Sail University for
RecordingArtsand working my way to owning my own . .
record|abel. The school doeseverythingintheir power
to help prepare mefor my future, from bettering my
meath skillsto better my social skillsandtheway | think
about life.

| can guaranteeif | wereto continuegoing to
public school | would have dropped out and been
working somelow classjobjust barely makingit. Not
anymore, now that the Deck House has comeinto my
lifeand changed everything for me. Theway | think is
moreopen minded, theway that | liveismore positive,
and now I’m actualy looking forward to afuture.

Andrew Yager, Classof 2010






